admission ceremonies were held on 15 July. They add distinction to the Society. The Honorary Fellowships Committee had its usual hard task of selection from many names proposed by the Sections.
Finally, readers of the JRSM will have noted the announcements in the Society Notices of this and the last two issues that there is a proposal to form a Section of Accident and Emergency Medicine. In the absence of objection to such a proposal, the Section will be established and an inaugural meeting will take place in due course. I take this opportunity to wish all those involved in its organization every success and I look forward to welcoming it as the 34th Section of the Society.
I am most conscious of the honour which has been accorded me by the Society in electing me as its President but I am also acutely aware ofthe responsibilities and duties which this entails. With Council's support and with the expertise of the Executive Director and his staff, I hope to be equal to the challenge.
Gordon Robson President July 1986
Royal Society ofMedicine
Section of Surgery overseas symposium
The Section of Surgery held a 'symposiette' or extended surgical conversazione in Flaine, France, on 2 January 1986. The topic of the meeting was 'Medical, Social and Economic Consequences of Health Care Provision' and, insofar as all surgical interventions have social and economic implications, a wide range of topics was discussed. Mr G Oates of Birmingham discussed the outcome of surgery for carcinoma of the left colon and rectum and highlighted, in particular, the problems of personal audit and the improved perioperative morbidity figures in the years 1967-85.
The early diagnosis of colorectal cancer was discussed by Professor J Hardcastle of Nottingham, Professor P Preisich of Budapest and Dr J Cappel from Frankfurt. Clearly there is a conflict of opinion, the Hungarians and Germans stressing that the provision of haemoccult screening for colorectal cancer has considerable advantages in diagnosing colorectal lesions early. On the other hand, Professor Hardcastle's prospective study ofthis in Nottingham has so far confirmed that colorectal cancer may be diagnosed at an earlier stage but has not conclusively shown that this early diagnosis affects the overall mortality rate. More research is expected from all these three centres.
Professor M Kindler from Berlin discussed the complications of mastectomy for breast cancer, and enlightened and intrigued his audience by emphasizing the advantages of surgical management of breast cancer in East Germany.
Other topics discussed included a study of the personnel undertaking gallbladder ultrasound, in which Mr R Motson of Colchester demonstrated quite conclusively that surgical registrars could undertake this technical manoeuvre with equally good results as those achieved by consultant radiologists! All concerned felt that this had been a useful meeting, providing an opportunity to discuss surgery in our present cost-contained situation. 
H B Devlin

